
 

 

Aachen 



We reproduce the letter of the new refugees from Germany 

Two months after our arrival in the F.R. of Germany, we wish to share 

with you the  gratitude of all the Romanian refugees from Hungary and 

grouped around the organization „Free Romania“ for the substantial 

contribution in clothing, food and money, which you personally brought to 

us in Budapest on behalf of U..M..R..L.. 

After our demonstration on the 15th of November 1988, at one year from 

the manifestation from Braşov, a demonstration cancelled in the end by 

the Hungarian authorities, but that took place after all near the Romanian 

Embassy, while the Hungarian police brutally intervened, hitting with their 

canes both men and women, the leading committee of the organization 

„Free Romania“ was conditioned to leave Hungary immediately otherwise 

they will be extradited to Romania. 

On the 25th of November 1988, we left Hungary and while crossing 

through Austria on the 27th of November we entered into F.R. of Germany 

heading for Aachen, where we requested political asylum, while the 

authorities received our request to settle in the F.R.G. 

Being among the first Romanians arriving in Hungary (23rd of February 

1988) we proceeded along with other Romanians having the heart to 

found a committee named „Free Romania“ and we managed to group the 

majority of  Romanians arriving from Romanian and to form in time a 

community, which the Hungarian authorities had to take into 

consideration, granting us the right to express ourselves freely on the 

occasion of some demonstrations. We expressed our beliefs regarding the 

politics of moral and national destruction, Romanian cities and villages, 

monuments of art and churches being pulled down by the dictatorship 

established by Ceauşescu in the entire country. Being permanently 

watched over in Budapest, being approached on the street by various 

people and threatened repeatedly with death, and in the end forced by the 

Hungarian authorities to leave Hungary, a part of the leaders of the 

organization “Free Romania” was quickly forced to head towards the 

democratic countries of Europe in order to protect our freedom. 

The contribution of UMRL to help the Romanians from Hungary, to keep up 

high the spirits of the Romanians arriving permanently, to give help to 

those who urgently needed to leave Hungary, for the warmth with which 

they received us in the western countries, it represents not only for us, 

but also for the ones who remained in Hungary a sign of distinct 

appreciation, which the UMRL members have for all the Romanians who 



wish to live in freedom and who fight to establish a real democracy in 

Romania. 

In another order of ideas, we wish to  bring to your knowledge that, in the 

context of the intense discussions started in Western Germany, following 

the results of the elections in West Berlin with respect to the ratio of 

resident population and the foreigners from Western Germany, in Aachen, 

in the capital of Charlemagne, a Romanian-German association was 

established on Friday 10.02.1989, with the purpose to promote the 

cultural relationships between Germans and Romanians, but also to grant 

humanitarian assistance to the Romanians under the harrow. 

Because the program of the association is first of all humanitarian, the 

current laws in force in Germany allow the official support of the activity of 

the association by cultural, religious, industrial, political and private 

institutions from all over the free world.  During the founding meeting 

from Friday 10.02.1989 the leading committee was elected, composed of 

the following 3 people: Joachim Schmitz, a chemical engineer from 

Aachen, Lothringerstr. 74, 5100 Aachen, this being the official address for 

the German speaking members of the association, then Dan Andrei, a 

translator from Aachen and finally Mihai Tecuceanu, Martinusstrasse 7, 

5100 Aachen, this being the official address for Romanian and English 

speakers. 

In order to increase the efficiency of its activity, the association has 

appealed to the moral support of some great personalities, who would 

form a sort of an Honorary Committee, the current term in Germany for it 

being Curatorium.  

 

 

NEWS FROM THE EXILE 

BRUXELLES  

Journal Notes 

21st of February 1989. The European Parliament’s Political Commission, 

Bruxelles. A day dedicated to Romania. The hearings have started with an 

ample and well-documented deposition of Prince Johannes von 

Schwarzenberg. Unfortunately, he insisted to talk in English. I think it 

would have been better if he had done it in his native language.  



The best was our German native, Helmut Frauendorfer: “It’s not the 

problem of the minorities. Everybody is suffering.” he said clearly, 

unequivocal and without qualifications. 

This position was strengthened by the Hungarian Attila Ará Kovács, not to 

speak of the two Englishmen, Mark Almond from the Oxford University 

and Paul Booth until recently at Keston College. Both of them were 

magnificent. Mark Almond, especially, showed that only 250.000 members 

of the nomenclature had a privileged life and that among them are also 

many people from the minority. 

All the Romanians were at their best: Marie-France Ionescu, Mihnea 

Berindei, Ariadna Combes, Doina Cornea’s daughter, Ion Vianu and the 

young Dan Alexe arriving from the country only 6 months ago. The deputy 

Yannis Tsunis, a Greek born in Romania, also commended Romania before 

the war. Unfortunately, the genetician Dumitru-Dorel Ciupercescu coming 

especially from Budapest, could not be introduced in the program. He was 

promised, however, that his interesting testimony will be included in the 

file. 

Sincere congratulations to those who made this hearing possible. From 

now on, the European Parliament will not be able to adopt resolutions 

“against the genocide applied to the 2,5 million of Hungarians in 

Transylvania” ! 

I do not understand, however, why some of us continue to state that only 

the minorities suffer more than the Romanians. Is it out of elegance!? 

 

 

Budapest 

Saturday, the 4th of February, current year, a new shipment of aids has 

arrived at Budapest for our co-nationals from the capital of Hungary, 

being carried by the Germany Branch and by the Working Group of UMRL 

from Munich. Clothes and medicines, donated by private people from 

Munich and Heilbronn, were handed over to the leadership of the 

organization “Free Romania”. Mister Michael Codreanu and mister Radu 

Bãrbulescu had then the opportunity to take part in the meeting of 

Monday, the 6th of February, before the “Forum” hotel, of the Romanian 

refugees answering to their questions regarding the possibilities to 

emigrate to the West.  



From the discussion carried over with the Committee of the organization 

“Free Romania”, the visitors found out that the necessities of the 

Romanian refugees were as great as last year, as far as aids in money, 

medicines, food, and materials necessary to continue publishing the 

Group’s newspaper are concerned. The juridical situation of the Romanian 

refugees – especially of those without valid travel documents – is still 

unresolved. For those with passports there is a beam of hope: Portugal, a 

Latin and European country showed willingness to allow all the Romanian 

refugees the permission to settle on its territory. The problem remaining 

open is that of the payment possibilities for the travel costs that are very 

high for those without a job and not speaking Hungarian. 

 

 


