
 



Translation from Romanian language: 

“We wish to become legal” 

We publish below an interview taken by the writer William Totok – originating from 

Romania, exiled in Federal Republic of Germany – to Mircea Bãjan, the spokesman of the 

“Free Romania” group of refugees from Hungary. 

W.T. Mister Mircea Bãjan, you are leading the group of Romanian refugees from Hungary, 

about which the western media has broadcasted several times. Who are you really, mister Bãjan 

? A dissident ? An opponent of the Ceauşescu regime ? Or just a Romanian refugee ? 

M.B. I was born in Sibiu, on the 6th of September 1958. I had a happier childhood than that of 

other children born in Romania. Through my father’s position – I don’t even now know it, 

something like “international relations referent” at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs – I travelled a 

lot. Last time for a summer’s holiday in 1974, in Argentina. The discrepancy between the 

degrees of freedom in the West and in Romania became greater and greater. But don’t imagine 

that there, at the Embassy, one can do everything he wants ! No. Last time abroad I felt this 

pretty good. I was waiting for someone to enter on duty at the gate, he was the father of a girl 

with whom I ran together at the movies or we would simply go for walk. Then, I found out that I 

hadn’t talked properly to two militiamen that stopped me on the street, as I was hurrying to carry 

some medicines…then I understood and made my decision. In 1975, in February, I ran away 

from home with a friend towards freedom. They caught us after two weeks…I understood what 

fear was. I also understood that “to make everything for man” meant “worse and worse”. Maybe 

I expected too much. Maybe I wanted to learn too much….Five years ago, when my father 

retired, I found out – me and my family – that actually my father was a security colonel.  

W.T.  In Romania you enjoyed having some privileges. You studied geology, you travelled 

abroad. You had a good position. When and why you decided to leave Romania permanently ? 

M.B. I have no relatives abroad. I am neither German, nor Jew. I am Romanian and I had no 

support from the outside. I heard on the radio what was going on in Hungary, about “Free 

Romania” and in June 1988, I was talking to…Mister Cornel Roşca ! In Budapest. I had to 

choose between the “new Ceauşescu-like man” and the man, simply. I chose.  

W.T. Do you think that it was only Nicolae Ceauşescu’s dictatorship that determined thousands 

of Romanians to seek refuge in Hungary and to request there political asylum ? 

M.B. People have always emigrated from East to West. Romania has no borders with the western 

countries. The U.N.O. camp from Belgrade is a trap, where two times a week the police vans 

carry back dozens of Romanians. In Hungary now there are even Romanians who seek refuge 

from the Yugoslavian camp ! Hungary has politically channeled the Romanian exodus. In 

Romania communism has been mistaken for the Ceauşescu regime. It is something critical for a 



system to carry the germs of totalitarianism and to allow a man everything and the others 

nothing.  

W.T. What role does “Free Romania” play, whose spokesman you are, after your predecessor 

Virgil Pârvu has been deported at the end of last year by the Hungarian authorities ? 

M.B. In 1988 the Hungarian people reach out a helping hand to the Romanian people. There 

have been also other helping hands, but in vain. Now we act to grasp this hand reaching out. On 

the 15th of November 1988 we could not help to manifest. Many of us and even Virgil Pârvu 

have had the courage to go out on the streets in Braşov. We lead now a more subtle politics. We 

want to become legal. We made great steps in this respect. On the occasion of our open letter of 

greetings for the New Year’s, addressed to the Hungarian people and government, published in 

one the most read newspapers from Hungary - “Magyar Memzet” – we received an official 

answer from the government’s spokesman. When the Hungarian government wishes “Free 

Romania” : “Power, health and happiness”, there is nothing more to say. Lately, the Hungarian 

press is interested more and more about “Free Romania”. 

W.T. The position of the Hungarian government towards “Free Romania” is unclear, I would 

say. The fact that you have to act in a more or less clandestine form is proof enough. On the 

other hand, you hold, as it is known, excellent relationships with the Hungarian democratic 

opposition… 

M.B. We collaborate with all Hungarian democratic forces, not only politically, but also in order 

to help the refugees. This is how it came to be officially recognized that 1600 refugees – maybe 

even more ! – were given back to Romania and for this practice to be stopped. This is how we 

managed for Hungary to sign the Geneva Convention for refugees in 1951. Amazing, isn’t it ? 

But nobody knows how many sacrifices were made for this. We also had other difficulties. 

Recently, a member of the committee, with ideas of extreme right, was democratically removed 

from the group’s leadership. Such elements destroy themselves in the context of the present 

democracy. We do not wish to make what the communists made when they came to power. The 

RCP (Romanian Communist Party) will sign, through the alternatives which will be formulated, 

its own death certificate. Here, in Hungary the Communist Party is self-disintegrating itself. We 

study intensely the democratization process of Hungary and we started working on a 

democratization program of Romania. We are collaborating with the League for the Defense of 

Man’s Rights in Romania, with the headquarters in Paris, with the Berlin group, whose member 

you are, with the World Union of the Free Romanians, the only organization that helped us 

financially until now. 

W.T. How do you appreciate, thus, the role of “Free Romania” ? 

M.B. “Free Romania” holds two main roles for the Romanian exile. First: those who passed by 

the “Forum” – the place in front of the “Forum” hotel from Budapest, where every night at 18.00 

the group’s members meet – went through a school of courage and of politics. Once going 



further, many of them did not forget us, knowing to fight and what they fight for. Secondly: 

given the geo-political conditions in which we act, we have the role to gather the Romanian exile 

around us, to persuade it to give up some obsolete or nationalistic ideas. To look at today’s 

reality and at respecting Human Rights in Romania, to be a political platform for all. Union 

makes power. We request the support of several governments, including the West-German one, 

and of every man for an economical boycott of the anti-human regime from Bucharest. 


